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Quarterback rallies SJSU in second half for comeback victory

PAGE 6

PAGE 8

The movie ‘Traitor’
is betrayed only by its
mediocrity
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SJSU quarterback Kyle Reed attempts to break free from UC Davis defenders during SJSU’s 13-10 win on Saturday.
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Growing demand keeps Financial Aid Office busy
ANDREA FRAINIER
Staff Writer

Slowpokes unite
at the San Francisco
Victory Garden

With the current economic slump
that has hit colleges across the country,
more university students than ever are
seeking financial aid to combat the rising cost of housing, tuition and other
living expenses.
At SJSU, 31,493 students applied
for financial aid during the first half of
this year, a 21 percent increase from
the previous year, according to the U.S.

EXCLUSIVELY
ONLINE

Is college worth it?
After mounting debt
for four-plus years,
what do you have?

Staff Writer

Classes in Dudley Moorhead Hall
were interrupted for more than 20 minutes Tuesday, as a small fire broke out in
a nearby trash can.
University Police Department Sgt.
Mike Santos said the Department received a report of smoke at 2:42 pm and
responded, quickly extinguishing the
blaze. Shortly after that, an unidentified
individual pulled a fire alarm in Dudley
Moorhead Hall, resulting in an evacuation, Santos said.
Janelle Raymaker, a senior psychology
major, said she was getting food from the
vending machine when she saw someone
pull the fire alarm.
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ing school, McElroy said.
“You’ve got registration bills that
are due,” said Jo-el Perryman, a junior
business major.
“You don’t want to get dropped.
You’ve got books plus your regular living
expenses. Anything that they can give
me — I’ll take $5 if they can give it to me.
Just a little help can go a long way.”
Amanda Aguilera, a freshman bi-
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“The evacuation went well,” she said.
“They told us where to go, they put up
signs, they got everyone out pretty quickly and no one seemed to be panicked.”
Freshman justice studies major Caroline Worden said she was sitting in history class when the fire alarm went off.
“I thought someone probably just
pulled it, and it was like a joke or something,” Worden said. “My whole class just
sat there, and our teacher was like, ‘It’s a
fire alarm,’ so we left. … We got up and
just casually walked out.”
The fire alarm was shut off at 3:16
p.m., at which time the students returned
to class.
CARLOS A. MORENO / Spartan Daily
At about 3:40 p.m., UPD said the fire Sgt. Jenny Pak from the University Police Department puts out a
was not set intentionally.
small fire in a trash can near Dudley Moorhead Hall.

Football season opens with tailgating revelries
MATTHEW KIMEL
Staff Writer

HIGH

financial aid at SJSU. “There’s been a lot
of changes within the lending industry.
The federal government has cut a lot of
the subsidies that they paid or allowed
to lending institutions. … Some of the
smaller lenders really found it not beneficial to stay in the loan program.”
With more students seeking financial aid and less lending institutions
willing to give student loans, students
are trying to fill between their own
personal costs and the cost of attend-

Small fire interrupts classes
JON XAVIER

OPINION

Department of Education. Nationally,
there has been a 16 percent increase in
students seeking financial aid.
In response to the current state of
the economy, over 150 lenders have
changed their loan practices by limiting or suspending their student loan
programs, according to the National
Association of Student Financial Aid
Administrators.
“It started about a year ago,” said
Coleetta McElroy, assistant director of

Andy Ghiggeri said he showed
up just before the gates of Spartan
Stadium opened at 11:30 a.m. to
set up. The game did not start until
5 p.m. Ghiggeri, a former Spartan
Foundation president, has attended over 300 Spartan games in a row,
both home and away, and said his
fellow tailgating crew of over 100
people host the best food and bar
in the lot.
Spartan alumni, students and
fans united in the tailgating lot,
located just outside of Spartan Stadium, several hours prior to the
kickoff of the 2008 football season
to enjoy eating, drinking and musical pre-game festivities.
At a nearby tent, Marilyn Gadway said Sparty’s Party “is the best
tailgate out here,” and if students
want a drink, “they should come
on by.” The party, prior to being

named, started about 40 years ago
and consists of approximately 40
members from California and beyond, said Gadway, a co-founder of
the group.

“It’s a great thing
for the kids to be
involved in.
And it’s part of the
school experience.”
MARILYN GADWAY
Sparty’s Party co-founder

Some SJSU students were out
with their Spartan Squad T-shirts,
tossing around a football.
Although there were only a few
UC Davis fans lingering around

the tailgating lot, they were greeted
with boos by members of the Spartan Squad wherever they roamed.
Some students were not aware
that they could have avoided the $30
parking charge in the tailgating lot by
showing their Tower ID card at the
lot across the street for free parking.
Valentino Quistian, a sophomore mechanical engineering major, asked an attendant if parking
was free for students and was told
no, he had to pay $30 to get into the
tailgating lot. Quistian said he had
no choice but to pay some of the
fee in quarters and pennies because
he had already spent most of his
money on food to have a barbecue
before the game.
Music of different genres could
be heard from every direction.
WILLIAM COOLEY / Spartan Daily
Classic rock radio station 98.5
Jake
Curtis,
a
junior
business
management
KFOX-FM and the college radio
major, and his fraternity, Sigma Alpha EpsiTAILGATINGpage4
lon, tailgate before the SJSU football game
against UC Davis at Spartan Stadium.
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Writing conference aims at
giving students a jumpstart
RICHARD STERN
Staff Writer

The 2008 East of Eden Writers Conference, which will be held at the Salinas Community Center’s Sherwood
Hall from Friday through Sunday,
can provide an opportunity for SJSU
student writers to get their writing
careers started.
“If a student comes to this conference and goes to the workshops that
appeal to them, they will learn so much
about what agents and publishers are
looking for and how to get their work
out there,” said conference co-director
Edie Matthews. “In addition, attendees will learn
writing techniques that
they can take with them to
use immediately and others
that will help them down
the road.”
Matthews said the conference, which is being sponsored by
the California Writers Club, will have
12 literary agents and three publishers
in attendance who will be conducting
workshops and meeting with individual writers.
SJSU alumna Ellen Young attended
the conference two years ago. She said
meeting with the agents was one of the
best reasons to attend.
“I wondered why agents would
come to a conference in Salinas, but
I found out that these types of events
are where they get the majority of
their clients. The face-to-face time that
you spend with the agents is invaluable,” she said.
“Submitting manuscripts to a publisher or to an agent usually doesn’t
work. “You need to make sure that they
put a face with your name and your
work.” She recommended the How To

Make An Agent Love You workshop.
“Publishers will be at the conference, but being able to meet with the
agents is probably more important
for young writers,” added Matthews, a
graduate of the SJSU Masters of Fine
Arts Creative Writing Program. “Unless you have a finished manuscript that
is ready to be submitted to a publisher,
a literary agent is the best way to enter
the industry.
“A common mistake that many
young writers make is to send out their
work to an agent without knowing what
type of material they handle,” Matthews

“The Disagreement” was published
this year, according to the conference’s
Web site.
Matthews added, “I think subconsciously people are intuitive storytellers, but when you take these workshops
you learn consciously what you are
doing right and how you can improve
those things that need some work. So
your writing won’t just be an intuitive
thing. You will have a conscious awareness of what you are doing. That way
you are going from one scene to the
next and your reader will be able to follow where you are headed.”
For students interested in
attending the conference, Matthews recommended one day in
particular.
“If you’re going for just one
day, Saturday would be the day
ELLEN YOUNG
SJSU alumna
that would benefit young writers
the most. You have the largest sesaid. “Literary agents, in most cases, are lection of workshops, keynote speakers
genre-specific.
and panels with agents and publishers,”
“So, we have a whole panel that will Matthews said. Students are charged
discuss what type of work they are $150 for the single day.
looking for and how to successfully
“Most creative writing classes don’t
submit material to them or another teach you how to get published. At
literary agent.” More than 40 speakers SJSU there are no classes on how to
have been scheduled and will be con- plot a novel.”
ducting 25 workshops on the art and
Linda Lappin, a professor in the
business of writing.
San Jose State English department, atKeynote speakers include author tended the conference four years ago as
Jane Smiley, whose novel “A Thousand a student and felt it was a great place to
Acres” won the Pulitzer Prize and the meet other writers.
National Books Critics Circle Award;
“There were a lot of students there,
SJSU English professor Scott Rice, and we were exchanging ideas and
who created the Bulwer-Lytton Fiction getting advice from real professionals
Contest, a literary competition that who know what it takes to get pubchallenges entrants to compose the lished,” she said.
worst opening sentence possible for a
“I met and got advice from editors
novel; and Nick Taylor, an SJSU As- and publishers who told me what they
sistant Professor of English and Com- are looking for from the submissions
parative Literature, whose debut novel they receive.”

“The face-to-face time that you spend
with the agents in invaluable.”
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Fall courses will not be affected
as university waits for state budget
SELMA SKOKIC
Staff Writer

With the state budget being 65 days
late, students and faculty at SJSU are expressing concerns.
“We have scheduled the same number of classes this fall as we did last fall,
even though there are more students enrolled,” said Melinda Jackson, assistant
professor in political science.
The passing of the state budget has a
large impact on SJSU because the university budget is not official until the
state budget becomes finalized.
Jackson also said that if the university
does not get the budget it is expecting,
there will be even less classes offered in
the spring.
Laura Gonzalez, a freshman justice
studies major, said there is not going to
be enough money for computers, and
book prices are going to go up as well.
“The price of school tuition is going
to go up too because they are going to
be charging us more because they are
not going to get enough money from
the government to help us out, and the
financial aid is not enough,” she said.
Jackson said that K-12 education
constitutionally gets 40 percent of the
state budget, unless there is a budget
crisis and the legislature or governor can
reduce it somehow. Higher education,
however, does not get a set amount.
When the government needs to decide
where to cut funding, higher education
is at the forefront.
SJSU is not in any immediate danger,
Jackson said, because the university gets
tuition dollars and can use money from
other sources until the budget comes in.
“SJSU is in a safe position because
there are tuition dollars coming in,”
Jackson said.
If the university does not get enough
money from the state, then it needs to
pass the cost on to the students, resulting in tuition increases, Jackson said.
Gonzalez said there are going to be

less people enrolled due to the price of
tuition.
Rose Lee, vice president of administration and finance, said she is hopeful that the university will receive the
amount it was allotted in the May revision of the state budget, which would
not include a reduction.
“It needs to be fixed,” said Alex
White, a sophomore advertising major.
“We are paying so much, and we can’t
get as much out of it as before.”
“Essentially, we won’t have a reduction, but you know inflation,” Lee said.
“It is still not the same, so even though
we don’t have a reduction, we still have
some serious budget issues to face.”
White said she felt it will have a trickle-down effect: If the university does
not get money, then faculty will not
get paid, and then the students and the
classrooms will suffer.
For now, she has only noticed minor
cuts, like older equipment being used,
but White knows that the university is
going to be hit hard soon.
Lakshmi Sridhar, a graduate electrical
engineering major, chose SJSU because
it costs less then other universities.
“One of the reasons we (international students) pick SJSU is because of the
reduced tuition fees,” Sridhar said.
Elizabeth Cara, an associate professor in occupational therapy, said the total CSU system is going to receive a cut
of $296 million dollars. It was initially
going to be more, but $92 million has
been put back.
“When there is not a budget, the
students’ loans are held up,” Cara said.
“They might also be anxious, just as
the faculty are, where the cutbacks are
going to be.”
Lorena Arenis, a graduate counseling major, said she has seen the effects
in the day care system, stating that the
helpers are not getting paid and are not
getting the equipment they need to run
the facility.
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AID Tuition raised for sixth time in seven years
ology major, applied for financial aid earlier in the
year, “but it didn’t work out,” she said. Aguilera was
rejected because her mother made too much money. Aguilera said she plans on working to combat
schooling costs.
“It’s definitely a lot because I’m taking 15 units
and I’m working 20 hours a week, and (the Financial Aid Office) recommend 16,” Aguilera said.
Michael Alman, a graduate counseling education major, said he didn’t have problems getting
financial aid.
“It was really easy for me to get financial aid,” he
said. “I applied way ahead of time, filled out all the
forms, and it was flawless.”
Earlier this year, the University of California and the California State University systems
raised tuition costs, the sixth time in seven years,
according to the Web sites of the Regents of the

University of California and the California State
University Board of Trustees.
“I’m worried about paying (student loans) back
without going into debt or not receiving enough for
next year and the year after that,” said Mike Chen, a
freshman nursing major.
“I’m extremely worried about paying for school,”
Aguilera said. “I’m afraid that I’m going to have to get
a loan that I’m going to pay off the rest of my life.”
The U.S. Department of Education will spend $83
billion in financial aid, according to the Department’s
Web site.
According to the Financial Aid Office, during the 2007-08 academic year, SJSU awarded
more than $95 million in student aid, consisting
of about $39 million was awarded in the form of
grants and more than $56 million was awarded in
the form of federal loans.

Financial Aid Tips
Financial aid doesn’t have to be a headache. Students can maximize
their financial aid while protecting their credit scores by following these
tips outlined by the Financial Aid and Scholarship Office.

The early bird gets the worm.

Study your finances and determine

Apply for financial aid as soon as
possible. The earlier you send in an
application, the more consideration
you’ll be given by the federal
government.

your needs versus your wants.
Your lifestyle may drop down a
notch, but think about what you
can realistically pay back when
payments are due.

Apply for everything.

Check MySJSU for messages at
least once a week for messages
from the Financial Aid and
Scholarship Office, the Bursar’s
Office and even professors.

That means scholarships, fellowships
and grants. It all adds up.

Be wary of outside advertisements.
You may be pre-approved for
$30,000 from an Internet
advertisement, but the interest rates
are higher and the lenders are not
as accommodating when it’s time
for repayment.

Pass your classes and graduate
in a timely period.
To stay on financial aid, the federal
government requires students to do
their part.
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TODAY

Free Religion Class
Come join us at the San Jose Institute of Religion sponsored by the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints (LDS).
7 to 8 p.m. at 66 S. Seventh
Street (adjacent to SJSU) every
Wednesday.
Contact: Brother Bohn,
sanjoseca@ldsces.org,
286-3313,
www.ldsces.org/sanjose

Employer Recruiting
Tables Team Up For
Youth.
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 9th
Street Plaza (in front of the
Career Center.
Contact: Angela Wayfer, Employer. Services@sjsu.edu,

www.careercenter.sjsu.edu,
Select the “Student Login” under
“Get Connected” and follow login
instructions.

Counseling Services
First Generation
Rules Workshop
This workshop will present some of
the unspoken rules of college and
will help you be more successful
during your time here.
1:30 p.m. at Clark 118
Contact: Veronica Mendoza,
veronica.mendoza@sjsu.edu

EVENTS CALENDAR
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TOMORROW

Bible Study

Acts 2 Christian Fellowship has
weekly Bible studies on Thursdays at 7 p.m. in the Guadalupe
room.
Contact: Justin at jfoon1@
yahoo.com or (415) 786-9873

Counseling Services
Make Learning Styles
Work For You Workshop
This workshop presents a variety of
learning styles. You discover your
preferred style and how you can use
it to improve your performance in all
of your classes.
3 p.m. in Clark 118
Contact: Veronica Mendoza,
veronica.mendoza@sjsu.edu

Sparta Guide is provided free of charge to students, faculty and staff members. The deadline for entries is noon, three working
days before the desired publication date. Space restrictions may require editing of submission. Entries are printed in the order in
which they are received. Submit entries online at thespartandaily.com or in writing at DBH 209.
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Three years after Hurricane Katrina, several sponsors join an SJSU student
group in lobbying for a bill that would create new jobs in New Orleans
RYAN BUCHAN
Staff Writer

When Louisiana residents packed
their belongings in preparation for Hurricane Gustav and left their homes over
Labor Day weekend, people in San Jose
discussed the problems that occurred
three years ago during Hurricane Katrina and what still has to be done.
While the people of New Orleans prepared for the worst of Gustav, the damage
from Katrina still has not been repaired.
For several hours on Sunday, a discussion took place in the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library about the problems
on the Gulf Coast.
“In my lifetime, I have seen an understanding of our practice of human rights.
Though good in ideology in this country, it pales in comparison in practice,”
said Amber McZeal, a victim of Hurricane Katrina who spoke at the event.
The groups who put together this presentation used it to push House Resolution 4048, a bill that would help victims
of Katrina. The bill is expected to produce
100,000 jobs in New Orleans to help the
community rebuild and start over, said sociology professor Scott Myers-Lipton.
Myers-Lipton said that after discussing poverty in Santa Clara County with
his class, he and his students realized that
the people of New Orleans had a greater
problem. The class went to New Orleans
and was shocked at the lack of rebuilding
and decided they needed to do something to help those in need. Thus came
HR 4048, which they produced.
“I can feel the energy,” said Diana
Fisher, a representative of the Jewish
Community Relations Council of the
Jewish Federation of the Silicon Valley.
“So many people are asking us questions
of ‘How can I get involved?’”
The sponsors of the meeting included the NAACP, the Jewish Community
Relations Council of the Jewish Federation of the Silicon Valley and the San

Jose State University Gulf Coast Civic
Works Project. All of the groups have
clung onto Myers-Lipton’s efforts and
are trying to push the government into
adopting the bill.
“In the beginning it was just a dream;
now it’s in reach,” Myers-Lipton said.
C.C. Campbell-Rock, a resident of
New Orleans during Hurricane Katrina,
said she likes the effort of Myers-Lipton
and his class.
“I think they get it. I think they are on the
right track. They are about creating policy,
which is, after all, how we solve our problems in America,” Campbell-Rock said.
Topics of racism and disappointment in the government also arose when

“I think as a society
we have forgotten
about the victims of
Hurricane Katrina.”
DANA VICTA
senior, sociology

speakers discussed what they have witnessed in result of Hurricane Katrina.
The discussion, titled The Eye of Recovery, took place in the King Library in
close proximity to other monuments of
civil rights such as the Tommie Smith
and John Carlos Statue and the nearly
completed Cesar E. Chavez Monument,
which seems to be the perfect setting
to discuss civil rights, said Latu Tapaatoutai, a senior history major.
“Some people of color are being
called looters, while others of non-color
are being called survivors,” said the Rev.
Jeff Moore of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People.
“We say racism is gone in the country,
but I’m telling you, it’s alive and well,
and New Orleans is an example.”

Moore was one of the first speakers
of the event and discussed his experience
helping rebuild New Orleans after Katrina.
“When we talked to some people, you
could see the despair and the hurt and the
sadness and the letdown that this government, this country, has done to them,”
Moore said. “It’s like the country has forgotten these people who lost everything.”
The speakers spoke of what they said
was a time when the government abandoned the needs of its people and especially the black community of New Orleans.
“I feel like trash. I feel like I’ve been
thrown away by my own government,”
Campbell-Rock said.
She said white people were the first
to be evacuated and sent to relocation
areas closer to home, while the black
DEREK SIJDER / Spartan Daily
communities had to wait.
Two students examine small flags, each with a name of a Hurricane Katrina
“Instead of them trying to place us in
victim, which were placed on the lawn in front of the Tommie Smith and
Louisiana for us to be back with it too,
John Carlos statue.
so we can return home, they sent us to
the four corners of the earth,” CampbellRock said.
She said she saw no change in how
people were being evacuated for Hurricane Gustav. Black people still had no
choice of where they were being sent
and were often being separated from
their families, Campbell-Rock said.
“The government itself has created
station 90.5 KSJS-FM were present at Spartan alumni said fans have not almore problems for the people than it
the tailgating party.
ways tailgated outside of the stadium.
solved,” said Myrtle Ferrande, who grew
KSJS general manager Nick Mar“In earlier years, more often than not,
up in New Orleans and relocated to Caltinez said he would like to throw a we would have a barbecue at the fraterifornia years before Katrina, but still had
dance party at future tailgating events, nity house,” said Ed Mosher, president
family in the city.
specifically for the games that will be of the San Jose Delta Upsilon Alumni
These people’s views on racism and
televised on ESPN2 or for Homecom- Corporation, who has been attending
lack of help from the government were
ing on Oct. 11 against Utah State.
SJSU football games since the 1940s.
reinforced by the showing of the movie,
In the middle of the lot, the Whis- “Things were totally different.”
“When the Levees Broke.”
key Avengers, a Bay Area ska/reggae/
Gadway said more students used
“I think as a society we have forgotpunk band, was performing live to a to show up for the games and she
ten about the victims of Hurricane Kagroup of beer pong players.
wished more students would show
trina. It’s important to bring it back to
The San Jose Bar & Grill brought up these days.
campus so people remember the hardin six tables and held live fish racing as
“It’s a great thing for the kids to be
ships people have gone through in New
well. Winners of the fish races were giv- involved in, and it’s part of the school
Orleans,” said Dana Victa, a senior socien discounted drink tickets for the bar. experience,” she said.
ology major.

TAILGATING Pre-game festivities

include beer pong and fish racing
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Near fight, red cards highlight SJSU’s tie with Stanford
JOEY AKELEY
Staff Writer

The Spartans passed their
first real test versus rival
Stanford by earning a draw.
In a physical, tightly played game
that involved two red cards, the
SJSU men’s soccer team settled
for a 1-1 tie against Stanford on
Sunday.
SJSU (1-0-1) controlled play
by outshooting Stanford 22-12,
but they just could not find the
back of the net.
“It was a classic Division-I
battle between two very good
teams,” said head coach Gary St.
Clair. “We were a bit unfortunate
not to win it. We nearly outshot
them two to one.”
The game was highlighted
by two goals within the first five
minutes of the game. Senior
goalkeeper Lewis Sweeney
surrendered his first goal in three
games when Stanford’s Tom

Montgomery knocked a cross by
Ryan Thomas in the net in the
third minute.
The Spartans’ sophomore
midfielder
Ricky
Dorrego
answered less than three minutes
later with his first collegiate goal.
With a cram of players in
the penalty box fighting for the
ball, Dorrego alertly waited
right outside the box and was
fortunate to have Colby Moore’s
shot deflect right to his feet. From
there, he shot it just inside the far
post to tie the score at one.
“I was going to actually go to
that first post, but I saw Hiroki
(Akiyama) making that run, so
I decided to stay back,” Dorrego
said. “The ball luckily fell right in
front of me, and I just tried to put
it on target. Things worked out.”
SJSU took momentum from
Dorrego’s goal and rode it for
the entire first half. The Spartans
generated five shots on goal to the

Cardinal’s one while controlling
possession for most of the half.
“After the two goals were scored,
we were dominating possession
and dominating play,” said
Sweeney, who shut out the
Cardinal for the final 107 minutes
of the game.
“We had a lot of opportunities
to score, but unfortunately
we just didn’t get it done.”
Late in the first half, Stanford’s
Michael Strickland slide-tackled
Spartan sophomore midfielder
Efrain Burgos Jr., and the referee
booked him with a red card.
The red card gave SJSU a man
advantage and momentum going
into halftime. However, Stanford
made halftime adjustments and
rallied to control possession for
most of the second half.
“I told (our players) at
halftime that the most dangerous
team is a team that’s a man down,”
said coach St. Clair. “Stanford

made the proper changes. They
dropped back and played a lowpressure (game). I think that
kind of threw us off our game for
a little while.”
Late in the second half,
tempers flared when a Stanford
player pushed Burgos in the
back. Burgos reacted by swinging
his hand near his opponent’s
face. A red card was given to
Burgos, evening the field to 10on-10 and ensuring that Burgos
would miss the Spartans’ next
non-exhibition match against the
University of San Francisco.
“Unfortunately, we went
down to 10 men as well, and
from there it was a dog fight,”
Dorrego said.
Neither team could score in
the 10-minute overtime periods.
“We got a tie with Stanford,”
Sweeny said. “It’s not the end
of the world. We all felt like we
played well enough to win.”

Women battle Seattle University to scoreless draw
ADAM MURPHY
Staff Writer

The SJSU women’s soccer
team tied Seattle University on
Sunday, playing 110 minutes
before a scoreless draw.
The tie brought the Spartans’
record to 0-2-2 for the season.
The Redhawks methodically
marched their way up the field
while the Spartans counterattacked down the wings as
both teams exchanged scoring
chances.
Freshman goalie JordanMichelle Santos, the Western
Athletic Conference Defensive
Player of the Week, made an
acrobatic, diving save on a shot in

the 17th minute that was headed
for the corner. Santos said her
brain told her, “Get up and push
that ball over the net.”
The Spartans put the ball in
the net first on a corner kick, but
the goal was negated by referee
Larry Dorsey because of a foul in
the box. The foul revitalized the
Redhawks, as they dominated
play for the rest of the first half.
“We were really getting the
game taken to us by halftime,”
head coach Jeff Leightman said.
The Redhawks continued
to dominate in the second half,
and their continued pressure
culminated in a goal in the 32nd
minute. But the goal was called

back on an offside call.
The Redhawks continued to
dictate play, while Leightman
pleaded with his players to
respond.
“I didn’t like the first 30
minutes of the second half,”
Leightman said. “We were asleep,
and we were getting the game
taken to us.”
Freshman Jessica Ingram
nearly put the Spartans ahead on
a corner kick that glanced off of
the crossbar.
“We kind of plugged in
mentally after that,” Leightman
said.
Freshman Lauren Sanchez
nearly won the game with 14

seconds left in regulation, but
her diving header on a pass from
Katie Bonadies missed the net by
inches.
For the second game in a row,
sudden-death overtime would
be played to determine a winner.
The first overtime was played
at Seattle’s pace, with two shots
being taken by the Redhawks but
neither finding the net.
The second overtime was all
Spartans, as they raced up the
wings and threatened repeatedly,
finishing with three shots on goal
in the second overtime frame.
The Spartans finished with three
shots on goal to the Redhawks’
five for the game.

WILLIAM COOLEY / Spartan Daily

Spartan midfielder Robert Jackson (No. 15) is kicked in the
shin by sliding Stanford University defender Ryan Imamura in
Sunday night’s 1-1 tie between the two schools.
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Spartans get last laugh in13-10 win
TOMMY WRIGHT
Sports Editor

With eight seconds left in the
fourth quarter, the SJSU football
team had nearly run out of
chances to come back.
But on fourth and 13 from
the UC Davis 17-yard line,
junior quarterback Kyle Reed
found senior wide receiver Kevin
Jurovich in the end zone for a 1310 victory Saturday at Spartan
Stadium.
“I think the performance of
Kyle Reed was just a storybook,”
said head coach Dick Tomey.
“He hadn’t played in a game in
four years.”
After the game, Reed said he
hadn’t played in a game since
2005 at McClymonds High
School in Oakland. Reed, who
didn’t play in two seasons at Cal,
went into the game as the thirdstring quarterback.
After the game, Tomey named
Reed the starter for Saturday’s
game at Nebraska.
The Spartans started the
game with a drive highlighted
by a 33-yard completion from
junior Myles Eden to senior
wide receiver David Richmond
that put them at the UC Davis
16-yard line.
But a false start penalty and
a sack slowed SJSU as it settled
for a 42-yard field goal attempt
that senior kicker Jared Strubeck
missed wide left.
SJSU junior defensive end
Carl Ihenacho forced a fumble
on the Aggies first play on
offense, but UC Davis recovered.
Three plays later, UC Davis
quarterback Daniel Alfaro found

WILLIAM COOLEY / Spartan Daily
SJSU junior long snapper Matt Wigley high-fives a fan while leaving the field after the
Spartans’ 13-10 victory over the UC Davis Aggies on Saturday at Spartan Stadium.

wide receiver Bakari Grant for a
54-yard touchdown.
UC Davis added a field goal
with 47 seconds left in the first
quarter to give the Aggies a 10-0
lead.
Neither team could put
together a scoring drive in the
second quarter, and the Spartans
went into halftime down by 10.
“We didn’t plan on being
behind by 10, but that’s what it
was, so we knew we had to play
a lot better in the second half,”

Once third-string, Reed named
new starting QB for the Spartans
RYAN BUCHAN
Staff Writer

After losing out on the starting
quarterback job at Cal, Kyle
Reed decided to move to the
South Bay to finish his collegiate
football career.
Reed started the season for
the Spartans as the third-string
quarterback after a broken foot
limited his opportunity to win
the starting job.
But when his team needed him
most, trailing to UC Davis 10-0
in the third quarter, Reed made
his case for why he should be the
starter, leading the Spartans to
two scores to win the game.
His performance earned him
his first collegiate start Saturday
at Nebraska, head coach Dick
Tomey said.
“I was just anxious to get in
there,” Reed said. “I was confident
in my abilities and knew what
I had to do. I just trusted my

abilities and had fun out there.”
Reed came in hot, completing
11 of his first 12 passes. Reed
finished the game completing
14 of 18 passes for 132 yards and
two touchdowns.
Reed was also the Spartans’
leading rusher, running for 28
yards.
“He kept his head high, had
a positive attitude,” said senior
wide receiver Kevin Jurovich,
“and when he got his chance, he
made the most of it and led us to
victory.”
The UC Davis game was the
first game Reed played in since
playing at McClymonds High
School in Oakland.
Out of high school, Reed was
given a four-star-out-of-five rating
by Scout.com, an organization
that grades collegiate recruits.
*Tommy Wright contributed to
this report.

Jurovich said. “We got a little pep
talk and knew we had to take care
of business.”
The second half started
slow for the Spartans, with the
opening drive going -1 yards and
resulting in a punt.
But junior defensive tackle
Adonis Davis forced a fumble
as he sacked Alfaro and senior
defensive end Jeff Schweiger
recovered the ball for SJSU at the
Aggies’ 43-yard line.
For the second drive of the

third quarter, Tomey put in
Reed, his third quarterback of
the game. Eden and sophomore
quarterback Jordan La Secla
each threw an interception in the
first half, but coach Tomey said
after the game that he planned
on using all three quarterbacks
no matter how the game was
going.
“I believe you need to play
your backup quarterbacks in
your first game,” Tomey said,
“not because you are unhappy

with your starter, but because
you want them to get their feet
wet.”
Reed’s first drive went 43
yards and culminated with a
fourth and goal touchdown pass
from the 3-yard line to junior
wide receiver Terrance Williams
for the Spartans’ first score of the
game. The extra point attempt by
Strubeck was blocked, leaving
the score at 10-6.
After the touchdown, UC
Davis drove the ball 44 yards,
its longest drive since their first
scoring drive. But the Aggies
chose to keep the offense on the
field on fourth and 12 and senior
cornerback Christopher Owens
intercepted Alfaro’s pass. It was
the 13th of his college career,
only two short of setting a new
school record.
Following the interception,
the teams traded punts, and
Reed led the Spartans 42 yards
downfield to the UC Davis 27yard line.
On fourth and nine, Tomey
decided to bring out the field
goal unit with the team down
four points. Strubeck’s kick was
wide right and UC Davis took
over.
“On that play, we had the
wind with us,” Tomey said. “You
give yourself a chance to kick a
game-winning field goal if you
make it, and they have to punt in
the wind.”
With 3:30 left on the game
clock and no timeouts, SJSU
needed to shut down the UC
Davis offense to have any chance
of coming back.
“We knew we had to stop

them after the missed field goal,”
Owens said. “We had an idea
that they were going to run the
ball because we didn’t have any
timeouts left.”
The Aggies ran the ball three
times and were forced to punt
after they fell short of the firstdown marker.
With 1:23 left in the game, the
Spartans started on their own 36.
Reed started off the drive with
a nine-yard rush. On the next
two plays, Reed connected with
Jurovich for four yards and the
first down and then on a 37-yard
pass that brought the Spartans to
the UC Davis 14.
SJSU failed to move the ball
the next three plays, including a
third-down sack. But on fourth
down with eight seconds left,
Reed threaded the ball through
multiple defenders and Jurovich
made the winning touchdown
catch a couple of yards deep in
the end zone.
“I got sacked (on the play
before), and was thinking, ‘All
right I still have another play,’”
Reed said. “We got on the ball,
my guys rallied, and we made it
happen.”
Strubeck connected on the
extra point, which gave the
Spartans a 13-10 lead. After
an 18-yard kickoff return from
Brandon Tucker, the Aggies had
one more opportunity.
Alfaro threw an incomplete
pass as time expired and the
Spartans walked away with the
victory.
“This game will do us more
good than winning 50-0,” Tomey
said.

Sports

7

thespartandaily.com

03

2008

WEDNESDAYSEPTEMBER

Spartan volleyball wants
’08 WAC championship
YA-AN CHAN
Staff Writer

Every season, the SJSU
women’s volleyball players and
coaches have their eyes on the
conference championship. This
year is no different.
“Our goals don’t change from
last year,” said head coach Oscar
Crespo. “Our goal is to win the
conference. Our goal is to make
the NCAA tournament. Our
goal is to play in December at the
championship.”
Finishing the previous season
with a 14-15 overall record, SJSU
(1-3) has been picked third by the
league’s coaches in the Western
Athletic Conference Preseason
Volleyball Poll, tied with Idaho
and behind Hawaii and New
Mexico State, according to the
SJSU Athletics Web site.
“It’s an honor to be up in
the top part of the conference,”
Crespo said. “Being picked No.
3 is good for us, and I think it
places a little bit of challenge in
that regard that we will play hard
and try to live up to it.”
The returning group of
players includes senior middle
blocker Colleen Burke and senior
outside hitter Niki Clement.
Both of them have been named
to the Preseason All-WAC
Volleyball Team, as selected
by the conference’s nine head
coaches.
“I want this to be my best
season,” Burke said. “I have it in
my mind that this is my last year
and just kind of appreciating
everything I have.”
Four freshmen joined the
roster this season, including

Courtesy of SJSU Athletics

Colleen Burke (top) and Niki
Clement (bottom) lead the
Spartans this season.
outside hitter Sarah McAtee and
middle blocker Kylie Miraldi,
who were teammates at Nevada
Union High School in Grass
Valley, Calif.
“It’s all a learning experience
right now,” McAtee said. “We’re
learning so much new stuff.
Obviously college level is a lot
different from high school level.

There are things we have to
learn and things we have to get
used to.”
The more experienced
players on the team are
constantly
coaching
the
freshmen and giving feedback.
“Nia (Freeman) and Colleen
(Burke) constantly tell me
and remind me of things, little
techniques here and there, and
that’s what really helps me. They
are great mentors,” Miraldi said.
Crespo said the freshmen
have not been tested at the
college level, but they did a great
job in practice and increased
level of competitiveness.
Being in the same conference
with Hawaii and New Mexico
State, who rank No. 12 and
23 respectively in the CBS
College Sports Network/
AVCA Division I Coaches Top
25 Preseason Poll, Crespo said
the team keeps working on
maturing and raising the level in
the way they practice.
According to Clement and
Burke, practices this season
have been more dynamic and
game-oriented than last season.
Clement said mini games allow
players to play as many games as
possible and to get comfortable
with each other.
“We don’t come to the gym
and say ‘We want to beat Hawaii.’
Hawaii is a hump that we need
to get over and definitely a team
to beat, but we want to make
sure that we focus on the teams
at the bottom,” Clement said.
SJSU gave non-conference
opponent St. John’s University
its first win of the season
on Monday at Spartan Gym.

St. John’s tops SJSU in four games

WILLIAM COOLEY / Spartan Daily
Brittany Collet (left) and Kylie Miraldi stuff the ball toward St. John’s Chen Chen.
RYAN BUCHAN
Staff Writer

The SJSU women’s volleyball
team brought its record to 1-3
Monday after losing to St. John’s
University 25-16, 17-25, 26-24,
25-17.
St. John’s started the match
with an early surge of energy,
starting the first set on a 3-0 run.
“The intensity level – we
were missing that,” said SJSU
head coach Oscar Crespo. “We
were very complacent in that
first game.”
The Spartans had trouble
keeping the ball in bounds,
which cost them. They found
themselves down by as many as
11 points and lost the set 25-16.
“Today I think we came
out really slow,” senior Niki
Clement said. “The energy was
a little low. In the second game,
we picked it up.”
The Spartans started the
second set by going on a 6-1
run. The Red Storm battled
back, narrowing its deficit to
two points, until the Spartans

split the set open with freshman
Kylie Miraldi producing block
after block to shut down the Red
Storm’s offense.
“Kylie Miraldi definitely
sparked the team and played
well,” Crespo said.
Miraldi finished the day with
two solo blocks, one less than
the entire St. John’s team. Miraldi
also recorded six assisted blocks.
“(The team) supported me,
they believed in me,” Miraldi said.
“My center set me; it was a really
good feeling. I think because
of all the support, it raised my
confidence level.”
SJSU had the momentum
going into the break, but after a
10-minute wait between sets, the
two teams came out even.
“Going into the locker room
– I hate it because it slows down
the whole thing,” senior Kelly
Crow said.
Crow had six kills in the third
set and helped the Spartans
pull to a 20-16 lead. St. John’s,
however, was able to win the set.
“With rally scoring, those

leads change so fast,” Crespo said.
“You give up the ball, you give up
a point, they score one more and
all of a sudden it becomes a twopoint game.”
The teams battled in the third
set, but St. John’s was able to land
the winning point just inside the
boundary line to take the set 2624.
“We just let them in it, in
the middle of the game, and
we shouldn’t have,” Clement
said. “We need to start finishing
games,”
Clement
recorded
her
1,000th kill earlier this week.
“Kills don’t matter as long as
we win,” she said.
In the final set, the Spartans
kept it close, finding themselves
tied with the Red Storm at 11.
But St. John’s went on a 6-1 rally
from which the Spartans never
bounced back, losing the set 2517.
“They started playing better
defense against us,” Crespo said.
“We really didn’t adjust as well as
we needed to.”

‘Traitor’ is not quite political thriller nirvana

‘Hurricane’ wipes out San Jose Bar
& Grill with at least one casualty

DRINKof theWEEK

The old saying, “No good
deed goes unpunished,” is usually
associated with walking a grandmother from one side of a street
to another or possibly helping out
at a local soup kitchen. Normally
such a phrasing is not associated
with saving a country.
In the new film “Traitor,” “Hotel Rwanda” star Don Cheadle
plays Samir Horn, a Sudaneseborn American who was trained
by the United States military
before falling into obscurity and
selling explosives to terrorist organizations in the Middle East.
“L.A. Confidential” star Guy
Pearce plays the straight-edged
FBI agent Roy Clayton, who is
looking for Horn.
After being sent to a prison
in Yemen for dealing explosives,
Horn meets an inmate named
Omar (played by Said Taghmaoui), a Muslim terrorist who takes
him under his wing and eventually breaks out of the prison.
From there, Omar welcomes
Horn into a terrorist organization
whose main purpose is to attack

the U.S. and London.
This movie definitely flew under the radar, as I only saw the
preview a couple of times before
checking it out. Outside of Cheadle and Pearce, there are not too
many big names involved.
The director of the movie,
Jeffrey Nachmanoff, is a relative
newcomer to the scene, having
only done two previous movies.
“The Purple Rose of Cairo” star
Jeff Daniels does play a small but
integral part in the film.
If you enjoy films that take a
political or religious angle, “Traitor” could be a safe bet. It definitely had “The Bourne Identity”
feel to it, with solid action scenes
along with exhilarating music
scored by Mark Kilian.
Although “Traitor” had an impressive cast along with an interesting idea behind it, the movie
was a tad bit difficult to follow.
Oddly enough, one of the problems was the length of the film.
It was not long enough given the
number of different plot twists
Nachmanoff was throwing at the
audience, and because of that, it
was hard to follow everything
that was going on.

The movie tries to be groundbreaking in the genre of political action flicks, but it just is not
creative enough. From the War
on Terror to Muslim extremists, there is an overabundance
of issues being raised in a short
amount of time.
Cheadle will most likely receive the most praise for his performance, mainly because of the
struggles Samir Horn deals with
in the film. But the real winner
was Pearce. In every movie I have
seen him, Pearce has the ability
to deliver every scene with such
poise and charisma that are often
associated with an Oscar winner
(Hint, hint: He deserves one by
now). His character in this film is
quite similar to his role as Detective Exley in “L.A. Confidential.”
It’s not a complete disappointment, but certainly a slight
letdown given that the idea behind it was cool, and the cast was
certainly convincing enough to
provide a moving performance.
It was definitely a mixed bag of
gut-wrenching moments coupled
with a mediocre script. Pretty
good, but it could have been
better.

MARCOS BLANCO / Spartan Daily

PETER HIRONAKA
Staff Writer

THE HURRICANE
SAN JOSE BAR & GRILL

MARCOS BLANCO
Staff Writer

A few hours after I got back
from SJSU last Wednesday night,
two friends of mine from work invited me to meet up with them at
San Jose Bar & Grill, located on 85
S. Second St.
Not having much of an appetite, I decided to just order
a drink. Caitlin, the hostess,
kindly suggested that I try a Hurricane, one of the bar’s most
popular drinks.
I recalled someone mentioning to me a while back that it was
a good drink, and since it is hurri-

cane season, I figured it made sense
to order one.
The salmon-colored drink was
served in a regular glass with quite
a bit of ice.
It was made with vodka, light
rum, cranberry juice and Sprite,
with a spoonful of black rum and
a cherry on top.
The way the Hurricane looked
reminded me of another drink I’ve
had plenty of times before, Sex on
the Beach.
However, the addition of black
rum gives the Hurricane a darker,
abysmal feel to its look.
The cherry quickly sank to

Classiﬁeds
EMPLOYMENT
FOOD SERVICE/ESPRESSO
BAR/HOST PT positions in
S’vale restaurant. Flex hrs.
$11.50 to start. Call Wendy@
(408) 733-9331

UNDERCOVER
SHOPPERS

Earn up to $70 per day. Undercover Shoppers needed to
judge retail and dining establishments. EXP. Not RE. CALL
800-722-4791
PROG. ASSOCIATE AIDS
SVCS FT Beneﬁted Position.
Submit resume to resume@
healthtrust.org
or
www.
healhtrust.org

DAYCARE TEACHERS AND AIDES

Action Day Primary Plus seeking Infant, Toddler, and Preschool Teachers and Aides.
F/ T and P/ T positions available. Substitute positions are
also available that offer ﬂexible
hours. ECE units are required
for teacher positions but not
req. for Aide and Day Care positions. Excellent opportunity
for Child Development majors.
Please call Shawna for an interview at 247-6972 or fax resume to 248-7350.

STUDENT
WORK-GREAT
PAY IF YOU CAN CUT IT
*PART-TIME OPENINGS
*$17.70 BASE-appt.
Vector, the compay for students, has part-time openings
available for customer sales/
service. The positions offer
numerous unique beneﬁts for
students:
*HIGH STARTING PAY
*FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES
*Internships possible
*All majors may apply
*Scholarships awarded annually
*Some conditions apply
*No experience needed
*Training provided
Earn income and gain experience! Watch for us on-campus
throughout the semester, or
CALL 866-1100 9am-5pm.
www.workforstudents.com/
sjsu

SPERM DONORS NEEDED
Earn up to $1200/month. California Cryobank is seeking
healthy males for its sperm
donor program. Apply online at
www.spermbank.com

WANTED

SERVICES
FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL
REPAIR Laptop & Parts Repair
PC Data Recovery Remove
Virus Rental Trade Laptop &
Parts (408)469-5999

AFTER
SCHOOL
TEACHERS

K-8th private school seeks
responsible individuals for extended daycare, P/ T in the
afternoon (2:30-6pm M-F).
No ECE units required. Previous experience with children
a must. Please call 248-2464.
(408)244-1968 (408)244-1968

TUTOR
FOR HIGH
SCHOOL
STUDENT

Tutor wanted for High School
Sophomore for 2008-2009
Academic Year, starting in August 2008. Needed 5 days per
week: Monday through Thursday; and Saturday or Sunday
afternoons. Flat weekly rate
guaranteed. Need good student who is very reliable. Call
(408) 629-0697.
DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised below nor is
there any guarantee implied. The classified columns of the Spartan Daily consist of

Need a Roommate?
Need a Job?
Need a Roommate
with a Job?

paid advertising and offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper. Certain
advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific telephone numbers
or addresses for additional information. Classified readers should be reminded
that, when making these further contacts, they should require complete information
before sending money for goods or services. In addition, readers should carefully
investigate all firms offering employment listings or coupons for discount vacations or
merchandise.

Spartan Daily
Classiﬁeds

CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces. Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted into an ad line.
The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to 20 spaces. A minimum of three lines is required.
Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS: 1
2
3
4
RATE: $10.00 $15.00 $20.00 $25.00
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE.
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
• RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY. •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID. • NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
Classifieds may be placed online at www.thespartandaily.com under “Ad Info”

FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount. Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from 10 AM or 3PM. STUDENT ID REQUIRED.
Rate applies to student’s individual ads only. Not intended for businesses and/or other persons. Frequency discount does not apply.
www.thespartandaily.com

the bottom, but that was OK because I don’t like cherries in the
first place.
The Hurricane is a bit sweeter
than Sex on the Beach since I could
definitely taste the fruity flavor of
cranberry juice and the bubbly
zing of Sprite, giving my tongue a
tingling sensation, as it smoothly

I recalled someone
mentioning to me
a while back that it
was a good drink,
and since it’s
hurricane season,
I figured it made
sense to order one.

Photo courtesy of Overture Films/AP Photo

Don Cheadle and Jeff Daniels star in “Traitor.”
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traveled down my throat.
The alcohol wasn’t really prevalent in this drink. In fact, I could
barely taste the vodka and light
and dark rum parts, although that’s
not such a bad thing since I prefer
my beverages to be more flavorful.
My only complaint would be
that the Hurricane, as tasty as it
was, could have been a bit sweeter
if the bartender was lighter on
the ice.
Having too much ice in any
drink takes away a lot of the flavor.
The Hurricane is a nice, relaxing
drink to have if you’re just hanging
with friends for an evening out on
the town and maybe as a starter
before having something stronger
later in the night.
It’s like a gentle tropical storm
that has the potential to become a
stronger force.

9

thespartandaily.com

03
Snip off that string that’s pulling on your heart LETTERSto theEDITOR
2008

WEDNESDAYSEPTEMBER

DAVID
ZUGNONI

RECYCLED
TOILET PAPER
In a moment, some of you will say,
“It’s more complex than that.”
But you will be wrong.
With some things, the more you
know, the less you reason.
John McCain’s recently chosen vice
presidential candidate, Sarah Palin, is
one of those things.
She’s the pick because she is a
woman, and no, it’s not more complex
than that.
I didn’t think I needed to say it. As
soon as I heard the news, I thought
McCain would become a laughing
stock; I thought everyone would be
saying it.
I trusted the sense of America’s
most prevalent political commentators
to call out the McCain campaign
on its exploitation of Hillary Clinton’s
popularity, her feud with Barack
Obama
and
the
widespread
disappointment over her not being
nominated as the Democratic
presidential candidate.
In what I’ve read (only a minuscule
fraction of what’s out there, I admit),
some have noted that Clinton was
a factor in the choice; others have
implied it. But I believe the latest
battle of the sexes is the sole reason

Palin is in the position she’s in.
Sure, the McCain crew can’t pick
just any woman. The choice needs to
make at least some sense. Palin is a state
governor, she’s a Republican, she’s antiabortion, she’s pro-offshore drilling
and … well, that’s enough sense for the
Republican Party.
She’s also 44 and has two years of
experience as Alaska’s governor, which
makes her seem like an odd pick,
considering how the experience of
Obama, who served eight years in the
Illinois Senate and four years in the
U.S. Senate, has been questioned by
all of his competitors.
What else can we say about her?
From 1996 to 2002, Palin was the
mayor of Wasilla, Alaska, a town of less
than 10,000 people.

She’s the pick because
she is a woman,
and no, it’s not more
complex than that.
Mayor? Only six years ago? Please.
I mean, we’re not talking about New
York or Los Angeles or Chicago or
Boston or San Francisco or even
Tallahassee, Fla., or Topeka, Kan.
There are four cities in the U.S. named
Richmond with bigger populations
than that of Wasilla, Alaska.
Despite these facts, political
columnists seem set on taking

her candidacy seriously. “A bold
choice,” “a risky pick,” they call it. I call
it desperation.
McCain needs an extra boost to
win the election, and he’s seeking it
in women who were excited about
seeing a woman in power, who are
upset that Obama beat Clinton for the
Democratic nomination, who once
saw Obama as the enemy.
I implore you women to not fall for
that, to be stronger than that, to show
with your actions what feminism is
really about.
Snip off that string that’s pulling on
your heart.
If you need more convincing, look
at it this way: Sarah Palin is being
used. She isn’t McCain’s ideal pick. She
isn’t part of the gang. She was brought
in as a piece to a puzzle. She was
brought in with the intention of
manipulating you, the voter.
Don’t let them do it.
If you were going to vote for McCain
anyway and Palin is just the cherry on
top, well, fine. I don’t agree with you,
but I understand.
But if you are still on the fence, or
if you’re thinking about staying home
on Nov. 4, do us all a favor: Vote, and
when you vote, use your brain, not
your vagina.
“Recycled toilet paper” appears
every Wednesday. David Zugnoni is
the Spartan Daily executive editor.

Obama is a politician
but not “that” type of politician
Referring to “Obama, not perfect but
better than the alternative,” by David
Zugnoni, which ran on Wednesday,
Aug. 27.

I read Mr. Zugnoni’s piece with
great interest. As a fan of Barack
Obama, I’m pleased that he also feels
that Obama would be our best choice
for president.
However, one sentence caught my
eye: “But the guy is a politician, and
that’s exactly my point.”
Umm ... What point would that be?
My Webster’s lists two definitions for
“politician”: (quote) 1. One versed or
experienced in the science of government,
2. One addicted to, or actively engaged
in, politics as managed by parties; often,
one primarily interested in political
offices or the profits from them as a
source of political gain. (unquote)
I should mention that my Webster’s
was copyrighted in 1949, which maybe
dates me.
Perhaps I’m old-fashioned, but it
strikes me that the word “politician”
has taken on Webster’s third definition
(the “often ...”) to the exclusion of the
other two in recent decades. Is that really
the case?
The conservative movement has
pretty much besmirched the label

Nothing like an overseas trip to learn a life lesson
ANDREW
HERNDON

Our flight from Stockholm, Sweden
landed in Helsinki, Finland in the early
afternoon.
The flight was short, only 50
minutes, but turbulence rocked our
small plane until we were able to cruise
above the clouds.
But that did not last long. We spent
most of our flight ascending then
descending.
After we settled into our hostel, we
embarked into the Scandinavian world
while a consistent drizzle blanketed
our clothes.
This did not keep my friend and
me from searching out a nearby
establishment to fill our stomachs and
saturate our throats.
I ate reindeer.
We took a stroll looking for a bar
and passed by a larger woman wearing
a pink blouse and white shorts.
Wearing a fanny pack, she paced
awkwardly along the wide Finnish
sidewalk.
She stopped a shorter, bearded man
wearing a hat and conversed with him.
After only a few a seconds of
unknown dialect, he shook his head
and briskly walked away.

It was well into the evening and
the sun had not even begun to think
about setting.
These odd and wonderfully long
hours can play havoc on a man’s brain
while he believes that he must keep
up a debaucherous attitude because a
pale, gray light was his only constant.
We found a bar called “On the Rocks.”
Its genre was metal, but this
glory hole of thrash attracted people of
all attires.
This was the second time my friend
and I had traveled overseas together
and our modi operandi were now both
clear and very opposite.
He moved at a blistering pace
trying, and successfully I might add, to
sleep with as many women as he could.
Mine? I was on holiday and wanted
to relax and sightsee: museums, art
galleries, tours.
Our two prerogatives differed and
were the source of many conflicts.
He sat down next to a dark-haired
woman sitting alone in the basement
of the bar and asked her question after
question after question.
He was under the impression
that everyone in Scandinavia loved
American accents.
No thanks to alcohol, I began to tire
of his obnoxious attitude.
And to a blaring guitar solo squealing
out of the surrounding speakers, I said,
“F*** you, give me the map.”
He didn’t bother to look over as he

reached into his pocket and handed
me a poorly folded street map of this
Finnish city.
Reading a map is difficult
when drunk and even harder
when the names are in Finnish:
long strings of consonants and
vowels crushed together to make
names like “Pohjoisesplanadi” and
“Uudenmaankatu.”
Needless to say, I eventually
succeeded in returning to my hostel,
but not before being propositioned.
About halfway home, a woman’s
voice spoke behind me as my face was
buried in the map.
“What?” I responded.
Then she spoke in English.
“Do you want sex?”
I shot her a glance and sharply said no.
She lumbered down the sidewalk,
and I watched her figure slowly
disappear then reappear between
streetlamps.
She wore a pink blouse and white
shorts. She was the same woman that
caught my eye earlier that day.
I stood there surrounded by the
Finnish night and thought about that
existence, where no other skill set
can make one enough money to live
properly, and bodily abuse at 20 or 30
minutes at a time is the only way to put
food on your plate.
The next day, my traveling
companion and I left our hostel for
sustenance. I wasn’t fond of certain
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Drink of the week promotes
the wrong message to students

Scandinavian foods, but at that
moment any restaurant would do.
In actuality, I followed him to our
destination.
Whenever we walked parallel to
each other, he would speed up until
there were about six feet between us.
After this buffer zone was achieved,
he seemed to slow back down to our
original pace, staying ahead of me at
all times.
He had a falling out with his family
when we were in our early teens, and
my parents took him in and allowed
him to live at our house for a number
of years.
I was an only child, and we became
like brothers.
However, it was obvious that we
were not related.
He was taller than me, was better
looking than me and had more friends
than me.
I lived in his shadow for years and
I hate to say it, but at times I felt that
my own parents loved him more
than me.
They called him their “other son.”
And as we walked to that restaurant,
I looked down in front of me.
Even through the overcast skies of
Helsinki, I could see a shadow where
I was walking.
Andrew Herndon is a Spartan Daily
staff writer.

Spartan Daily

“liberal,” along with several other
venerable and previously useful
adjectives. Have they now made every
“politician” a “corrupt politician” by
definition?
I’d always thought that a politician is
anyone who runs for a government office
through an election and that brands
George Washington as a “politician.”
So, yes, Barack Obama is a “politician”
because he has and is running for office.
But does that automatically make him
the third kind of politician (i.e. a corrupt
politician)? There’s no evidence for that
after his years in the Senate. Did he
take bribes from K Street or Abramoff
in exchange for votes? Did he throw in
lots of earmarks in appropriations bills
to favor his friends, as Ted Stevens did?
Did he accept an expensive golf trip to
Scotland, on private jet, fully paid by
Abramoff ’s clients, as Tom DeLay did?
No, no and no. How has he financed
his campaign, through big donations
from a few wealthy persons and
corporate heads, or through lots of small
donations? (It has been the latter).
Please, let’s restore some civility and
honesty in our language. It has to start
with journalists, given their larger-thanlife influence over our civil discourse. If
you think some politician is corrupt, use
that adjective, please.
Don’t just let it go with “politician, so
that’s my point.”

Referring to “Pouring, not drizzling,
rain,” by Matthew Kimel, which ran on
Wednesday, Aug. 27.

I loved the juxtaposition on today’s
front page: “First-time freshmen flood
campus” and “Student Culture: Drink of
the week.” The average age of freshmen
on our campus is 18; it wouldn’t
surprise me if the majority of students
on our campus were also below the legal
drinking age.
A quick view of the police records
(http://www.sjsupd.com/documents/
asr2007eb.pdf) indicates 100 specific
arrests for liquor law violations on
campus and in residence halls in 2006.
Why is the Spartan Daily promoting
a “culture” of drinking? I wrote to you on
this issue last year, and though my letter
was published, the practice of publishing
this column continues.
What will it take for the Spartan
Daily to promote a healthy student
culture at SJSU? There are many
wonderful opportunities for students
to relax and cool down here on campus
and in the surrounding community
without breaking the law and becoming
intoxicated. A better course would be to
promote healthful eating and drinking
to students attending SJSU.
-Marjorie R. Freedman, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor, nutrition and food
science dept.
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“This election is not about
issues. This election is
about a composite view
of what people take away
from these candidates.”
RICK DAVIS
Sen. McCain’s presidential campaign
manager said on Tuesday.
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Student Culture
Slow Food USA eats its way to victory
thespartandaily.com
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RIE NAKANISHI
Staff Writer

In the vanguard of fast-food
trend counteraction, Slow Food
USA has been advocating the importance of “good, clean and fair”
food to the nation, according to
the Slow Food USA Web site.
Its movement focuses on the
joys of eating, caring about what
we eat, connections between consumers and producers and taking a
part in a food production process
that is not harmful to our environment and bodies.
Slow Food sponsored to plant
the Victory Garden, an organic
food production garden, in San
Francisco Civic Center Plaza to
promote and educate people about
a self-sufficient local agricultural
system, as a part of Slow Food Nation ’08 Come to the Table on Labor Day weekend.

2008
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“(It is) to demonstrate to the
city, to San Francisco and to the
world … the potentials of urban
gardening and creating sustainable
food systems,” said John Bela, a
program manager of the San Francisco Victory Garden Team.
This collaborative pilot project,
with Garden for the Environment,
introduces the concept of transforming unused lands into farming
lands and growing organic food in
an environmentally friendly way,
according to the Victory Garden
2008+ Web site.
To build an ecological garden,
the team used rice straw wattles
as garden beds. Rice straw wattles,
typically used for erosion and
sediment control, were invented to
solve air pollution caused by burning the stubble after the rice crop
harvest.
“Part of (using rice straw wat-

tles) was that we can compose to
reuse every part of this garden after
this season is over,” Bela said. “We
are going to reuse these materials
somewhere in the city to do another garden.”
With help of volunteers and urban gardening groups throughout
the Bay Area, the team planted the
seeds of various kinds of vegetables, such as beans, lettuce, squash,
tomatoes and corns on July 12.
Most of those vegetables are
now fully grown, and about 500
pounds of food have already been
harvested and donated to the San
Francisco Food Bank, Bela said.
“It’s not about replacing farms
from Central Valley with urban
farms,” he said. “It’s a step away
from a corporate industrial agricultural system that punches
the land, punches our bodies and
punches these farmers, and a step
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Francisco Roosavelt, a San Francisco consultant, wanted to buy a bag of soil that was on
display, but later discovered he wouldn’t be able to purchase any until Sunday.

toward a community-based, regional food system that focuses on
the health of our bodies, stewardship of the lands and respect and
honoring the farmers and food for
the precious (resource) that it is.”
The idea of the Victory Garden
is not new; it has been practiced
throughout the American agricultural history.
As a part of the war effort, the
United States government asked
citizens to plant gardens and grow
food, using the backyard and front
yard of their homes or any available public lands.
Patsy Dimock, an SJSU alumna, said her family responded to
the government’s request and
planted the victory garden at her
home in Oakland during World
War II.
“We were trying to grow things
that we could use every day to fill
in for foods that we may not be
able to buy in the market, particularly vegetables,” Dimock said.
According to the Victory Garden 2008+ Web site, those victory
gardens “produced up to 40 percent of all the vegetable produce
that was consumed in the nation.”
In 1943, there were more than
250 gardens in Golden Gate Park
alone, according to the same Web
site.
Although Dimock’s family
members weren’t part of a farming family, they managed to grow
green beans, peas and cherry trees,
she said.
“It was such a wonderful experience because it was a family
working together,” Dimock said.
“We were giving to the war effort
… we were extremely patriotic
those days and we were respond-
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Edible, organic mushrooms were on sale at the San Francisco
Slow Food USA Victory Garden.
ing to the president’s request for
everybody to get involved.”
Brook Budner, a Victory Gardens backyard garden manager,
said this revitalization of victory
gardens would give people a positive, can-do attitude toward gardening and also an initiative to get
involved to make a difference to
environmental and farming problems we have today.
“There’s a lot of alarming things
going on in the world today, and
people want ways so that they can
get involved and make a small dif-

ference with their hands, bodies
and with their minds,” she said.
It has been 65 years since most
individuals, neighborhoods and
communities came together to
support the idea of victory gardens
and to take an active role in local
agricultural system.
“We have a long way to go to
creating a sustainable food system,
but I think urban agriculture has a
significant role to play,” Bela said.
The Victory Garden will remain in the San Francisco Civic
Center Plaza until November.

